JOHN   MILTON

English  tr.   appeared till the   publication Of one in the
Columbia ed. Milton's Works.                                       tne

Later Ecclesiastical Pamphlets

Milton pub. two pamphlets on ecclesiastical question, in
1659- The first, dealing with the question of toleration
entitled A Treatise of Civil Power in Ecclesiastical Cause* ap-
peared in February and in May when the restored uL0n-
Parliament" was discussing disestablishment and tithesb
Milton pub. his views on these matters in his vigorous Con-
siderations Touching the Likeliest means to remove Hirelings out of
the Church.

The Tract on a Free Commonwealth

After the collapse of the Protectorate in 1659, when the
question of the future form of government was being widely
discussed, Milton drew up his plan for a reformed English
Commonwealth in The Ready and Easy Way to Establish a Free
Commonwealth, pub. in February or March 1660. In April he
pub. a brief reply to a Dr. Griffith, who had advocated the
restoration of Charles II, called Brief Notes on a late Sermon . /.
A second rev. ed. of The Ready and Easy Way appeared in
1660. There is a rpt. in the Ev. Lib. ed. of Milton's prose.

The History of Britain

This work, written probably between 1648 and 1655, was
not pub. till 1670. A long digression in Book III comparing
the state of Britain after the Roman evacuation with its
condition at the end of the Civil War was excised by the
Censor but pub. separately in 1680 as Mr. John Milton's
Character of the Long Parliament and the Assembly of Divines. The
History was rptd. in 1677 and 1695, and in Toland's ed. of the
prose works pub. in 1697-8 (see p. 344). There is a rev.
text derived apparently from a copy of the 1670 ed. annotated
by Milton. There is a study of Milton as Historian by Sir C.
H. Firth (O.U.P. 1908).
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